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COR F.M. NEWCOMB

s this issue of the Sea-
beacon goes to press the
battalion i s embarking
upon one of the most dif-
ficult and trying periods in
the life of a Seabee--home-
port employment. In the next
five months w e will g o
through m a ny evaluations
which are a necessary part of
Navy life and Seabee life:

(1) We will separate or
transfer about two-thirds of
the crew.

(2) We will receive on board
in excess of three hundred
new men.

(3) we will undergo three

weeks of military training.
(4) We will undergo technical
training an d operational
training.
(5) We will undergo a thorough
annual administiative inspec-
tion.
(6) And last but certainly
not least we will all take a
well deserved leave from our
duties.

To those now
Navy for civilian life

leaving the
may I

View from the bridge

extend the thanks and appre-
ciation of the Navy as well
as mine, for your efforts
during your time in the Ser-
vice. You have served well
and contributed significantly
to the U.S. government's sup-
port of the Republic of Viet-
nam's fight against the V.C.
and NVA agressors. May your
endeavors in the future be as
successful and may you have
health, happiness and a
pleasant life.

To those men transferring
to other duty stations in the
Navy may I extend the same
thanks and appreciation for a
job superbly well done. May
you torever have "fare winds
and following seas." It would
be my privilege to serve with
you once again in the future.

And now for the new men
aboard, may I extend to you
and your families a warm wel-
come to che SIXTY-TWO family.
We are very proud of our bat-
talion and its accomplish-
ments. The honors have been
the result of long hard hours
of work by every man in the
battalion working towards
common goals.

During these next rive
months there will be many
more long hard hours of work
preparing yourselves and the
battaliorn for its next de-
ployment. Our next deployment
will not. be to a war zone.
However we must be capable of
redeploying within six to ten
days to any place in the
world in response to a con-
tingency situation to perform
our mission:

"a. To maintain a state of
operational readiness to pro-
vide rapid and effective con-
struction support to Naval,
Marine Corps and other forces
as necessary.

b. To be prepared to conduct
ground de fense operations
when required by the circum-
stances of the deployed situ-

ation.

c. To be prepared to conduct
disaster control operations,
including public works func-
tions as directed."

Know the mission of the
battalion and learn all you
can about what it entails.

Remember the watch words of
the Naval mobile construction
battalions—---Construction-De-
fense-Disaster Control. You
will be trained in each of
these areas to greater or
lesser extent during our time
in homeport. Regardless of
whether you are a career Navy
man or not, learn as much as
you possibly can about all
these subjects. It will serve
you in good stead in and out
of the Navy. And I can prom-
ise you that you will be
challenged to utilize every
bit of knowledge you have
gained during your tour of
duty in the battalion.

Duty in a Naval mobile
construction battalion can be
guite rewarding in spite of
the separation from families

and long hard hours. The
satisfaction of a job well
done is something which can

be abundant in a battalion
where it is not in some other
organizations and units in
the Navy--because we build.
And while we build SIXTY-TWO
stresses safety, quality of
workmanship and pride--pride
in the Navy, the battalion,
our shipmates and ourselves.
Again welcome aboard. In
the next few months I hope to
get to know each of you. In
the meantime i f you have
problems or need assistance
utilize the chain of command
for help but always remember
I stand ready to assist in
any way I can day or night. I

encourage request mast and
feel it is one of the true
benefits of Navy 1life which
sets us apart from some of
our counterparts in civilian
life.
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FRANK M. NEWCOMB

CDR, CEC, USN

COMMANDING OFFICER
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CARBON. ..WHERE? -- With each
troop movement a battalion
makes either to or from a de-
ployment site, all weapons
are checked and boxed up to
be shipped separately. Here,
Gunner's Mate Second Class
Raymond Truesdale makes a
cleanliness inspection prior
to final acceptance by MCB
62's armory. (Goforth-photo)

DRIVING IN PROGRESS -- At De-
tail Albany's site a barge
crane with pile driver sinks
steel shafts into the river
bottom to secure the concrete
pontoons forming the new bas-
es pier. The pier now servi-
ces the river patrol boats
operated by Vietnamese patrol
units. (PH1 Tilley-photo)
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